
 

 
CITY OF COLTON 
 
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 
 
Office of the City Manager

 
To:   Mark Nuaimi, Assistant City Manager  
 
From:   Amanda Rhinehart, Senior Project Manager 
 
Subject:  Colton Iron and Metal Update  
 
Date:    July 21, 2009 
 

 
On June 23, Assistant City Manager Mark Nuaimi provided the City Council and Planning 
Commission a verbal memo pertaining to an update about Colton Iron and Metal (herein 
“CIM”).  This memorandum shall serve as a follow-up to the verbal memorandum presented at 
the June 23 meeting. 
 
There are several aspects of CIM the City is actively monitoring and when appropriate, actively 
participating in.  They are as follows:  
 

1. Soil Contamination/Remediation- DTSC 
The State Department of Toxic Substance Control (herein “DTSC”) is the responsible agency for 
making determinations of soil contamination and determining appropriate remediation actions 
for identified areas of contamination.   

 
On December 19, 2006, Colton Iron and Metal entered into a Consent Order for initial soil 
sampling with DTSC based on concerns about potential soil contamination brought forth by the 
community.  The initial sampling Consent Order dealt with 3.5 acres, which constitutes the 
existing site.  CIM initiated a program for remediation on April 23, 2007 and shortly thereafter, 
DTSC approved a work plan submitted by CIM pursuant to the Consent Order for soil sampling.   
 
Soil sampling on the site began April 30, 2007.  On July 3, 2007 DTSC received a report dated 
July 2, 2007identifying that among the conclusions set forth in the report were lead 
concentrations ranging from 1mg/kg to 48,000mg/kg in soil located below the concrete surface 
of the facility.  The report stated that of the 34 surface and 114 total samples collected at the site, 
and analyzed, only two exceeded the standard for lead; the over-concentrated soil levels were 
found on the North West corner of the site.  As a result of the findings of overconcentration of 
lead in that area of the site, CIM entered into the Corrective Action Consent Agreement on 07-
30-08 with DTSC (document attached for reference purposes).   
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The Corrective Action Consent Agreement (herein “CACA”) obligates CIM to complete a 
number of actions to address the contamination on the site.   

• Initially, CIM was required to develop an Interim Measures Work Plan.  The Interim 
Measures Work Plan was approved, and it is possible that additional soil samples and 
additional testing took place.   

• CIM was required to develop a Facility Investigation Work Plan for review by DTSC.  At 
our meeting on May 27, 2009, CIM reported to City staff that the Facility Investigation 
Work Plan was going back and forth with DTSC. 

• Since that May 27, 2009 meeting, CIM reports that the Facility Investigation Work Plan 
has been approved by the DTSC and that final samplings should occur towards the end of 
this month.  The initiation of samplings is dependent upon the availability of DTSC staff. 

• CIM continues to project soil removal starting by the end of this year. 
 

2. Desired Expansion of Colton Iron and Metal – City of Colton 
The City of Colton has jurisdiction over any proposed expansion of operations at CIM.  CIM has 
expressed an interest in expanding westward towards Fogg Street in order to accommodate the 
business operations.  Staff believes that such an expansion will allow for adequate mitigation of 
current impacts experienced as a result of the existing CIM operations.  This expansion effort has 
been before the City’s Design Review Committee (herein “DRC”) under Development 
Application No. 000-648.  As part of the staff review of that expansion, a number of conditions 
have been identified to include:  landscaping, road improvements, and other mitigation measures.  
One such requirement is installation of a 10’ high block wall around the perimeter of the 
operation to shield the neighborhood from the visual impacts of the operation.  
 
Given the downturn in the economy, CIM has slowed their expansion project and expects it to 
move forward sometime in 2010.  However, as part of the remediation work mandated by DTSC, 
CIM will be removing contaminated soils and fencing.  CIM has indicated an interest in 
delivering the off-site improvements (landscaping & block wall) to accommodate the expansion 
project as part of the remediation project.   
 
CIM is hoping to avoid construction of what would ultimately become temporary fencing when 
they know that eventually, the fence will have to be removed to construct the block wall.  In an 
effort to be cost efficient, CIM would like to complete the offsite improvements (such as the 
landscaping) as part of the remediation.  This proposal has been an application that has been 
before the DRC on two occasions to incorporate the remediation into expansion.  The last 
meeting was October 2008.  At that time, the City Manager’s office expressed concerns about 
linking remediation with CIM’s expansion efforts.   
 
In the meeting between CIM and the City on May 27, 2009 CIM indicated that given the 
economic challenges, the expansion plans are put off until 2010.  They’re continuing moving 
forward with DTSC on the remediation plan, but they would like to move forward with some of 
the offsite improvements that will ultimately be required for the expansion. City staff is 
continuing to evaluate how their remediation efforts comport with the aesthetic/off-site 
improvements we want and have placed upon them as Conditions of Approval, accommodating 
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future growth.  Ultimately, the expansion project at CIM will accommodate the existing traffic 
flows to get the trucks off the street and will have in place adequate scales on site to handle both 
incoming and outgoing traffic. 
 

3.  Potential Contamination in the Expansion Area- DTSC 
Out of concern about soil quality in CIM’s proposed expansion area, DTSC has asked the 
company to enter into a Voluntary Cleanup Agreement (VCA) which means that CIM would 
voluntarily agree to do soil cleanup in the proposed expansion area.  CIM has agreed to do so 
(had they not, the City would have mandated such an agreement as a Condition of Approval to 
the expansion project).  Tom Dodson and Associates are on board doing the Initial Study for the 
Expansion Project.  
 
We have recently been informed by CIM that the VCA is back in the DTSC’s hands and the 
company is waiting for their comments.  City staff will continue to remain actively engaged with 
CIM on this front.  
  

4.  Non-Permitted Structures– City of Colton & Scheduled Colton Actions 
Colton Fire Department conducted a Business Occupancy Permit inspection in December of 
2008 with subsequent inspections following through March 2009.  All items noted during this 
inspection process have been addressed with the exception of one item, and corrected to the 
satisfaction of this department.  The one item is pending verification of code compliance with the 
minor storage of gasoline in un-protected aboveground storage tanks.   Colton Fire has stated 
that during their site inspections it has been noted that the overall housekeeping and maintenance 
of the facility has improved dramatically over previous conditions. 
 
Staff is arranging a site visit with Colton Iron and Metal to physically tour the facility and 
identify outstanding Code and Safety issues with the facility.  On the City staff side, the Fire 
Department, Code Enforcement, Development Services and City Manager’s office will be 
present for the inspection.  Staff is scheduling the visit for the first week of August.  CIM has 
demonstrated a desire to bring those non-permitted facilities into compliance with their 
expansion project, which they’ve indicated they’re postponing due to poor current economic 
conditions.   
 
As with any Code Enforcement compliance issue, the City will work actively with CIM to 
establish a timeline for CIM to bring into compliance their non-permitted structures and embark 
on any other corrective measures the City may identify subsequent to the site visit.  Furthermore, 
the City and CIM will establish a timeline for completion of the off-site improvements and 
complete conformance with any outstanding Conditions of Approval that may remain.  Staff will 
continue to bring periodic updates on the progress made at CIM on all of these areas of activity. 
 
Attachments: 
 Exhibit “A” -- CIM Expansion Project Application (DAP-000-648) 
 Exhibit “B” – Executed Corrective Action Consent Agreement 



Colton Iron & Metal Update 
July 20, 2009 Page 4 

 
 
 

Exhibit “A” – DAP-000-648 
Colton Iron & Metal Expansion Application 
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Renderings of Proposed Off-Site Improvements 
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Exhibit “B” 
Executed Corrective Action Consent Agreement 

 
 






















































